
Mary Butler TD  

Fianna Fail, Waterford  

Mary Butler Spokesperson on Older People along with her colleagues, Barry Cowen, 

Spokesperson on Public Expenditure and Dara Calleary Deputy Leader of Fianna Fáil 

introducing Fianna Fáil's Bill to enhance oversight of major infrastructure projects. 

This Bill will give extra powers to the Comptroller and Auditor General to investigate 

all infrastructure projects as soon as they go over budget.  

Mary Butler TD is delighted to announce the      

opening of a new advice clinic in the                               

Ballymacarby Community Hall, on the 3rd        Satur-

day of every month, between 10:00 and 11:00, Mary 

has other clinics in Portlaw, KIlmacthomas, Tallow, 

Lismore, Cappoquin and Tramore.  

Mary also has two offices, one on the Waterside in        

Waterford City and in Dungarvan on O'Connell 

Street. 



Butler raises runway extension for Waterford Regional Airport 

Deputy Mary Butler raised the question regarding the runway extension for Waterford    

Regional Airport with Minster for Transport, Tourism and Sport Shane Ross.  The future of 

the airport has been up in the air since 2016 when Belgian parent of the VLM airline went 

bankrupt. A longer and wider runway would allow for the airport to accept commonly used 

planes like the Boeing 737 and the Airbus A380, which make up the bulk of the fleets of   

Ryanair and Aer Lingus. Waterford Regional Airport is currently home to an Irish Coast 

Guard Helicopter and caters for a smattering of private planes. Deputy Butler             

acknowledged the 750,000e payment to the airport in 2018 to ensure that there would be no 

disruption to the search and rescue service that operates there. 

Deputy Butler highlighted the potential importance for an improvement in the runway        

infrastructure considering the proposed regeneration of the North Quays in Waterford City. 

Minster for Transport, Tourism and Sport Deputy Shane Ross responded that a detailed 

analysis was completed by EY and information from the airport was submitted to his          

department. The airports response to the EY report was received by Deputy Ross’s              

department in mid-January and will be assessed against national aviation and transport 

objectives as well as Government policy such as Ireland 2040. He intends to inform the 

government of his decision in the coming weeks. Minster Ross stated that he would take 

into account the somewhat unique situation where there are private investors and County 

Councils who are prepared to invest in the future of the airport. Deputy Butler welcomed 

Minister Ross’s statement when he said that ‘We do not want to close the airport and we 

will give it every chance to succeed’.  



Raising with the Taoiseach the VAT increase on food supplements including                 

Macushield, and asking will there be exemptions for proven supplements  

Deputy Butler raised with the              

Taoiseach the issue of VAT increases 

on food supplements which will come 

into affect on the 1st of March.                

Macushield is taken by many older  

people for macular degeneration.     

Deputy Butler questioned as to why the 

Taoiseach used the term ’Snake Oil’ in  

reference to supplements. Deputy  

Butler pointed to the various studies 

which show the many health benefits of 

various supplements including            

Macushield. Deputy Butler asked ’Will 

their be an exemption for certain      

supplements or will they all be subject 

to this unfair VAT increase’.   

Chair of the Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation Mary Butler recently            

invited The Director of the Office of Corporate Enforcement Ian Drinan to appear before the 

committee to     discuss the collapse of the trial of Sean Fitzpatrick and the Office of           

Corporate Enforcement’s role in the collapse. Deputy Butler encouraged the committee to 

accept a document proffered by Mr Drinan detailing the ODCE’s failures and additional    

reasons around the collapse of the FitzPatrick trial . 

 

Ian Drennan invited in 

front of the Committee 

on Business, Enterprise 

and Innovation. 

 

On the 26th of February it was announced  imposition of VAT 

at 23% on food supplements will not happen on 1st March as 

planned. The Minister has announced “a public consultation 

seeking engagement from all parties on the issue” and that 

the VAT treatment on food supplements will remain un-

changed until 1st November 2019.  



Mary Butler standing with 

CE Supervisors who    

continue their quest for 

pension entitlements.    

The Labour Court              

recommended in 2008 

that a pension scheme 

should be put in place 

however the recommen-

dations have not been    

implemented.  

Fianna Fáil  Ard Fheis  



 

The feasibility study and site selection process to construct a second cath lab at Univer-

sity Hospital Waterford has completed and the HSE is now ready to appoint a Design 

Team for the project, Waterford Oireachtas members have confirmed.  

At a meeting with South/Southwest Hospital Group CEO Gerry O’Dwyer and Chief Opera-

tions Officer Gerard O’Callaghan this morning (Monday) at UHW, local Oireachtas mem-

bers were told that the project has been identified as a ‘priority’ within the new Capital 

Plan for 2019 and also by Minister for Health Simon Harris TD.  

A senior member of the HSE’s Estates Project Management Team attended the meeting 

to brief Oireachtas members on the plans and discuss preliminary designs. Also present 

were members of the Cardiology team at UHW, including Dr John O’Dea, Consultant In-

terventional Cardiologist, Dr Paddy Owens, Consultant Interventional Cardiologist and 

Catherine Dwyer, Regional Cardiology / CIVS Manager, along with UHW’s new General 

Manager Grace Rothwell. 

The new lab, which will cost €4.9 million to construct and fit out, will have the capacity for 

both diagnostic and interventional work and will be constructed over the existing ground 

floor Cardiology Department. The plans include the construction of a new recovery/ day 

ward adjacent to the second lab. 

It was agreed at the meeting by both medical staff and Oireachtas members that the con-

struction of a permanent interventional cath lab was the best option to expand cardiolo-

gy services in the region, with consultants noting that the provision of a new recovery/ 

day ward adjacent to the second lab was a welcome addition to the plans. The existing 

day ward is located at the other side of the hospital to the cath lab. 

HSE management confirmed to Oireachtas members that provision of the second cath 

lab has been identified as a priority project within the new Capital Plan for 2019 and that 

the process to recruit a new full-time interventional cardiologist at University Hospital 

is to be fast-tracked. This new posting is required to facilitate extending the opening 

hours of the existing lab from 8am to 8pm, Monday to Friday and also to support the sec-

ond interventional lab when it opens. 

Waterford Oireachtas members said they were satisfied, following the two-hour meet-

ing, that all the necessary building blocks were being put in place to improve on existing 

services and ensure a sustainable cardiology service for the people of the south east in-

to the future: 

JOINT STATEMENT FROM 

WATERFORD  OIREACHTAS 

MEMBERS ON 25/02/2019 



Fianna Fáil spokesperson for older people and TD for Waterford Mary Butler 

has called on the Minister for Employment Affairs & Social Protection to out-

line when issues with her department's online system will be rectified and 

when applications for the increased rate of contributory pension will be made   

available in paper form. 

“Following a Fianna Fáil campaign to reverse cruel changes brought in by the 

previous Fine Gael and Labour government, which resulted in thousands of 

pensioners – and women in particular – receiving lower pensions, Minister 

Doherty announced that she would partially address the issue,” said Deputy 

Butler. 

“As part of these measures, the Minister announced that payments under the 

new model would begin in early 2019.  However, I have been contacted by       

worried pensioners who have not received their increased entitlements. When 

I asked her in the Dáil today, Minister Doherty said the payments would begin 

next week." 

“While this is a welcome development, the Minister herself has admitted 

that “there are still tens of thousands of reviews to be conducted”.  These           

reviews must be carried out without delay." 

“There are a number of problems with the review system itself as it can only be 

accessed online at the moment.  I have been contacted by people who are          

reporting problems with the online application process and are unable to    

complete it. We still have no date for the rolling out of an alternative paper     

system and I am urging the Minister to roll this out as soon as is possible," she 

claimed. 

“Pensioners have already waited too long for payments which they are entitled 

to. I am calling on Minister Doherty to iron out the issues with these payments 

and ensure that people begin receiving their entitlements without delay,”      

concluded Deputy Butler 

Butler raises 

Pensions issue 



Cllr John O Leary and Cllr Ray Murphy were selected to contest the local elections for Fian-

na Fáil in the Comeragh area. The convention was held in Rathgormack and was chaired by 

James Browne TD. The delegates also heard from Billy Kelleher TD, Cllr Seamus McGrath, 

Cllr Malcolm Byrne and Jason Fitzgerald who will contest the FF convention for Ireland 

South MEP election.  

Waterford Fianna 

Fáil  stalwarts    Sean 

Lennon and Eamon        

Hogan pictured here with 

Micheál Martin TD Leader 

& Spokesperson on 

Northern Ireland and 

Mary Butler TD       

Spokesperson for Older 

People. 



 Ladies from the Edmund Rice Active Retirement Association  

from Waterford  visiting Dáil Éireann 


