
Standing with Nurses and Midwifes  

At the Coombe supporting nurses and midwifes  

Today is a sad day for the health service with 35,000 nurses throughout Ireland on the 

picket lines. This is not a decision they took easily or lightly. To hear the individual sto-

ries of nurses and of the challenges they face every day in their working lives is 

heartbreaking. The Government has repeatedly ignored nurses as they warn of major 

problems in recruitment and retention. We are too late to stop the strike today but it is 

not too late to stop the other five days of threatened action, the further cancellation of 

appointments, the further upset for nurses and patients alike. I do not expect the 

Taoiseach to repeat all the answers he has given already because I listened carefully 

to them and they have not filled me with hope. Can the Taoiseach please give some 

hope to the nurses and the patients today. 

Questioning An Taoiseach Leo Varadker on the Nurses and Midwifes pay 

and conditions dispute in Dáil Éireann on 30/01/2019 

Mary Butler TD  

Fianna Fail, Waterford  



Mary Butler TD welcomed Minster Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran to Portlaw to assess the damage 

caused by the river Clodagh flooding on the 15th of December last. The Minister first called 

to the home of David and Francis Power, this house has flooded 3 times in the last five 

years sitting on the banks of the Clodagh river. . In the recent floods a wall was swept into 

the river at the pumphouse in Portlaw this was assessed by the minster and his team, as 

well as some flood damaged banks in the fields along the river.  

Afterwards Minster Moran attended a meeting organised by Mary Butler with some local 

landowners whose farms border the Clodagh and the Suir river banks. The local farmers 

have suffered greatly in recent years through flooding and were reassured by the Minister 

that he would work hand in hand with Mary Butler TD and the significant authorities includ-

ing Waterford City and County Council and the EPA  to come up with a workable solution.  

Fianna Fail TD Mary Butler is delighted to announce that funding for €76,217 has been se-

cured for Flood relief works in the beautiful heritage town of Lismore.  “I have been work-

ing on this issue since the area of the town originally flooded in December 2015/January 

2016, an area which is in the immediate vicinity of Ballyrafter Service Station. The funds 

earmarked will go towards the use of flood barrier structures, embankment works & im-

proving the hydraulic capacity of the channel at the bridge. 

Minister Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran visits Portlaw 

to asses December flood damage  



Minister Harris confirms by email that the second permeant Cath Lab for UHW will not be affected 

by the overspend on the National Children's Hospital.  "Further to my earlier note to assure you 

that I am committed to the provision of a second Cath Lab at University Hospital Waterford, I wish 

to further clarify the increased cost of the National Children's Hospital will not have the conse-

quence of cancelling nor delaying this project. The cost of progressing this is being considered in 

the context of the HSE's Capital Plan for 2019, which is currently being finalised”. 

Kind Regards 

Simon Harris TD  

‘Minister Harris confirms  2nd 

Cath Lab funding not affected 

by  overspend  on National  

Children's Hospital ‘– Butler 

Questioning  Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government Damien English on the issues of the North Quays in 

 Waterford City  

Deputy Butler called on Minister for State at the Department of Housing, Planning anf Local 

Government Damien English to reaffirm the commitment of the government to the Water-

ford North Quays project. This opportunity has presented itself to Waterford through the 

hard work and efforts of Waterford City and County Council under the leadership of its CEO, 

Michael Walsh. The proposed investment in Waterford city by the Alhokair Group from Sau-

di Arabia has provided a much-needed confidence boost for the city and indeed the whole 

south east.  

The Government hyped up its support for this project consistently and now the city commu-

nity has once again been left short-changed by this Government. The Government must ac-

cept that life exists outside of the M50. Waterford can and must act as a release valve for the 

pressure that is building in the capital. The city and county council has done an amazing job 

in getting the project to the current stage with the support of politicians, Waterford Cham-

ber of Commerce, the Alhokair Group and other stakeholders. What we need to see now is 

certainty and indeed commitment by the Government to progress this invaluable project. 

The key words here are certainty, commitment and a timeframe to progress this project. 

Certainty to enter into contracts is required relatively soon. The investors are committed, 

as are the local authority and the people of Waterford city and county. Now we need the ab-

solute commitment from Government. At a time of economic growth and balanced budgets, 

commitment is needed from Government.’ 



Six new classrooms for St Declan’s Community College 

Mary Butler TD has welcomed the news that St Declan’s Community College, Kilmacthomas has received 

approval to build six new classrooms following representation she made to the Minister for Education 

Joe McHugh. Four mainstream classrooms will be provided to replace existing prefabs along with one 

Technology room and one Technology Prep room. ‘This school plays a hugely important role in county Wa-

terford, with a huge catchment area. The news of six new classrooms is an important boost to a growing 

school. 

St Declan’s Community College is a growing school in the heart of county Waterford and has been relying 

on some prefabs to meet the need of its student population with over fifteen years. In recent years the 

numbers of students attending the school has steadily increased. In the school year 2017/2018 the school 

had a student population of 661. The school has continued to punch above its weight in sporting, artistic, 

scientific and academic achievement. ‘The granting of six new classrooms only serves to help the deliv-

ery of excellent quality education in County Waterford.’ 

Questioning the Tanaiste on the difficulties encountered by students 

who are bereaved during the Leaving Certificate exams  

‘The leaving certificate examination is very important for students. The examinations are a stepping 

stone to college placements for many students. One young student, Ms Rhona Butler, who is no relation 

although I know the family, was in the middle of her examinations during the summer when, unfortu-

nately, her 50 year old mother, Margaret, died of cancer. Ms Butler had to sit her leaving certificate busi-

ness exam 12 hours after her mother passed away. I am sure this is not an isolated incident and it hap-

pens throughout the country. 

I am calling for a reasonable accommodation scheme for students who find themselves in this position. If 

Ms Butler had not sat her examination that morning, she would have had to wait for another 12 months. 

Examinations are stressful enough, but losing a parent during the examination makes it even more diffi-

cult. Some form of bereavement process must be put in place. A student who loses a parent during the 

examination process should have the opportunity to resit the examination two to four weeks later at 

some examination centre in the country.’ 



Deputy Mary Butler was honoured to attend the commemoration of the Centenary of 

the first meeting of Dáil Eireann in the Mansion House on Monday the 21st January 

2019.A joint sitting of the Dáil and the Seanad was held in the round room 100 years on 

from the meeting of the first Dáil. At the first Dáil several important documents were 

read out and adopted, including the Dáil Constitution, President Michael D Higgins 

gave the keynote address at the commemoration, he said the fate of the revolution 

now lies in the hands of the present generation. The president’s address was fol-

lowed by a speech from Prof Cathal MacSwiney Brugha, whose grandfather Cathal 

Brugha, was the first County Waterford TD and was also the first Ceann Comhairle. 

Deputy Butler said ‘It was a privilege to hear Cathal MacSwiney Brugha speak about 

his grandfather and the role he played in the foundation of the state.’ She also spoke 

of her pride at representing Waterford on this historic day standing in the Mansion 

house in the exact spot were Brugha chaired the meeting one hundred years previ-

ously.  

Mary Butler chairing the 

Convention for the 

 Midelton Cork CC Local 

Elections  

‘Congratulations to Cllr Michael Ahern and Rosario Griffin who were both selected 

tonight to contest the Midelton Cork CC Local Elections for Fianna Fáil . The conven-

tion also heard from Billy Kelleher Td, Cllr Seamus McGrath , Cllr Malcom Byrne and 

Jason Fitzgerald who are seeking a nomination to contest the European Elections for 

Ireland South’. 



Visiting the Dungarvan Day-Care Centre  

 


