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June Newsletter  
Pictured above  attending the National Youth Work Showcase at the Man-

sion House this morning. Waterford was well represented by Gearoid, Lib-

by and Daisy. Delighted to meet our new MEP for Ireland South Grace O 

Sullivan.#youthworkchangeslives  

 Mary discussing the Summer 

Economic statement with         

colleagues Michael McGrath Td 

and Barry Cowen Td and older      

people.  



Waterford Airport Runway Extension Granted 

Fianna Fáil TD for Waterford Mary Butler has strongly criticised certain commentary 

following the announcement of a funding allocation for Waterford Regional Airport. 

The airport is currently home to the Irish coastguard helicopter along with a number 

of private planes. 

Deputy Butler explained, “Communities across the south east region have been 

campaigning for investment in Waterford Regional Airport since commercial flights 

ceased in 2016 with the collapse of VLM’s parent company. Since then, competitive-

ness has been an issue, and investment in the airport was seen as a key growth op-

portunity. 

“Local authorities in Waterford, Kilkenny and Wexford have been working alongside 

private investors such as Coolmore Stud, Dawn Meats and Glanbia to develop a busi-

ness plan for the airport. They agreed to provide €7m in funding if the State made 

€5m available to extend and widen the runway. The fact that this funding has now 

been agreed is a huge boost for the region. 

“This runway extension will allow larger aircraft such as Boeing 737 and Airbus air-

craft to operate commercial flights in and out of the airport and will provide better 

route opportunities for the region. 

“This is an important investment for Waterford and the South East, and I was very 

disappointed by some of the commentary following the investment announcement. 

The regions have been neglected by Fine Gael and its Dublin centric policies over the 

past eight years. This announcement should be welcomed rather than condemned 

and attacked. Fianna Fáil has been pushing the balanced regional development 

agenda and I very much welcome the fact that Waterford airport’s potential has fi-

nally been recognised. 

“It’s time for the naysayers both nationally and locally to give this fantastic oppor-

tunity the green light and pull together for Waterford and the South East”, concluded 

Deputy Butler. 



Fianna Fáil Spokesperson on Older People and TD for Waterford Mary Butler has de-

scribed as disgraceful, the latest figures from the HSE which reveal 419 older people 

waited more than 24 hours in the Emergency Department of University Hospital Wa-

terford in the first three months of the year. 

That’s more than any other hospital in the South/South West Hospital Group. 

Deputy Butler said “These figures are truly shocking and point to severe dysfunction 

in our health service, and particularly within our Emergency Departments. It is deep-

ly distressing for anyone to have to wait in an ED for more than 24 hours, but for an el-

derly person to have to do so is nothing short of cruel. 

“To expect someone over the age of 75 to sit in an uncomfortable chair or on a trolley 

under harsh lighting in an Emergency Department for over a day is bordering on a 

breach of their human rights. It is very upsetting, not only for the person themselves, 

but also for the family member or loved one who’s with them. 

“Bed capacity has been a problem in our health service for some time, but these fig-

ures indicate a worrying deterioration of the situation. The fact that UHW has the 

highest number of over 75s waiting more than 24 hours in an ED is very worrying and 

serious efforts are needed to rectify the issue. 

“Unless the Minister for Health gets to grips with the capacity problems, thousands 

more over 75’s will continue to languish in EDs across the country”, she concluded. 

UHW Reports Highest Number Of Older People Spending More 

Than 24 Hours In ED In South/South West Hospital Group 



New information released to        

Fianna Fáil shows that home    

support hours provided to 

date in 2019 are running be-

hind target. If that trend con-

tinues for the rest of the year, 

fewer than half of the 800,000 

extra hours promised in 2019 

will be delivered. 

Spokesperson on Older Peo-

ple Mary Butler TD said, “HSE 

figures provided to Fianna 

Fáil show that home support 

hours fell far short of target – by over 160,000 hours in the first five 

months of the year. That’s 2.2% behind what was meant to be provided. 

“This may not seem like a massive shortfall, but if it continues throughout 

the year then there is no way that the 800,000 extra hours pledged in the 

2019 HSE Service Plan can be delivered. 

“It also appears that the number of people receiving of home care is less 

than what was promised in the Plan – at 52,382, this is 618 fewer than the 

HSE commitment. 

“The shortfall in both the number of hours provided and the number of 

people in receipt of home support is entirely in keeping with the recent 

reports of restrictions on home help hours. At a time when the demand 

for services continues to grow and waiting lists have become a feature, 

Fine Gael has allowed the closure of home support hours to new appli-

cants until next November. 

“These figures also fly in the face of Minister Harris’s briefing that ‘all 

hours committed to under the service plan will be delivered’. 

“More than 6,300 people are waiting for services, and with the sort of de-

livery we have seen so far in 2019, I would not be surprised if the waiting 

list increased further”, concluded Deputy Butler. 



Mary’s  final contribution in the Dail this week when she asked the            

government for commitment, clarity and and a clear timeframe in 

relation to funding the North Quays, a game changer of a project 

for Waterford. Short piece from me including the Ministers re-

sponse where he stated that "support to Waterford is agreed in 

principle and is subject to a finalised agreement between his Dept 

and Waterford Council. It is a starting point in a programme of on-

going support for a significant city centre urban renewal project".  

The North Quays Waterford 



Out and About in June 


