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Standing room only in Coach House Coffee for the 

Unveiling of the WCT Heritage Blue Plaque dedicated 

to Dr Jim Coghlan. When the famine broke out in 1845 

Dr Coghlan advocated for a fever hospital in           

Kilmacthomas, serving as its medical officer when it 

opened. Dr Coghlan also championed the workhouse 

and infirmary which opened in 1951. Lovely to meet 

my cousin Deirdre Power-Coghlan and her husband 

Peter and all the Coghlan family in attendance. Great 

speeches on the night from historian Sean Murphy 

and Claire Coghlan  



Waterford must not lose Garda Divisional 

HQ under new reform plan – Butler  

Fianna Fáil TD for Waterford Mary Butler says she has grave concerns about the merging of Waterford 

Garda Division with Carlow and Kilkenny. She is warning that Waterford cannot be the only city in the 

country to be left without a Divisional HQ under planned new reforms announced this week. Deputy    

Butler explained, “With all this talk of reform it’s important to remember that the divisional headquarters 

based in Waterford is among the five busiest stations in the country and that the population of Waterford 

is projected to grow by 30,000 in the next twenty years under the national planning framework. 

“The restructuring of An Garda Síochana is very important but there should have been meaningful con-

sultation with various bodies including the Joint Policing Committees (JPC), frontline staff and Garda  

Associations across the country before the reforms were announced, not afterwards. 

“I am very concerned that the merging of our Garda Division with the Carlow/Kilkenny Division will form 

an under resourced super Division. As it stands it’s reasonable to assume there will be a reduction in 

superintendents which will have a detrimental effect on the rural areas in the proposed division. 

“If this plan is implemented as proposed, Waterford could be left without a Divisional Headquarters – and 

would be the only city in the county facing such a downgrade. That is unacceptable to me. Waterford is 

the oldest city in Ireland but it is being left behind by government. 

“I have written to the Justice Minister and to Commissioner Harris to outline my concerns and to ask for 

clarity about the proposed reforms, specifically relating to the proposed location of the Divisional Head-

quarters for this new Garda Division. 

“I am also worried about the level of resources which will be available – I sincerely hope this new plan is 

not being used as a tactic to dilute services across the city and county. 

“I will be engaging with members of An Garda Síochána locally of all ranks to get their own opinions on 

the changes. We need to ensure we have a robust Garda force, particularly given the uncertainty of 

Brexit and threat of rural crime. 

“Rural Garda Stations have been closed down. Now, this amalgamation of Divisions will be looked upon 

cynically as another attempt to reduce costs. Any costs saved must be reinvested into frontline Garda 

services in our area,” she concluded. 



Further Delays To Fair Deal Sees Services For 

Older People Reach Crisis Levels –  Butler 

Fianna Fáil Spokesperson on Older People Mary Butler TD is warning of a crisis in the Fair Deal 

scheme unless urgent action is taken to address the long delays being experienced by families 

waiting for a place. 

In June, the waiting times for a place in a nursing home stood at 4 weeks, but over the past two 

months this has increased to 8 weeks, with some parts of the country experiencing waits of up 

to 12 weeks. 

Deputy Butler said, “The rapid increase in the waiting times over the past two months is         

extremely worrying, and should act as a red flag for the Minister coming into the winter. Unless 

these backlogs are addressed the situation will escalate and we could see a situation whereby 

more than 1,000 people will be waiting on a place come the autumn. The system will simply not 

be able to cope under that pressure and families will pay the price. 

“I have been receiving calls from families right across the country who are end the end of their 

tether because they do not know when their loved one will be assigned a place. In many cases 

their relatives are being forced to stay in hospital, despite the fact that they are well enough to 

be discharged, because they are still waiting on the Fair Deal scheme to secure a bed for them. 

“Not only is this extremely distressing for these families, it is having a major impact on our 

acute hospitals. People who are well enough to leave hospital are being kept in until a place in 

a nursing home can be secured. This is putting our hospitals under massive pressure – only 

yesterday there were 515 people on trolleys in our Emergency Departments. This could be   

vastly reduced if the Fair Deal scheme worked more efficiently. 

“Minister Jim Daly must get to grips with the seriousness of the situation – the figures are     

beginning to spiral and they urgently need to be brought under control. Unless specific actions 

are taken we will be facing a major crisis in older people’s services this winter”. 



Back to School Kits  
Back to school is a very costly time for parents . I have met many parents         

concerned about school costs and the pressure it puts them under, especially if 

they have several children in school together.  

I have secured a limited amount of Primary School kits as to distribute. Many 

thanks to Cllr Michael Sheehan (FF New Ross) for his support in securing these 

kits.  

All of the school kits were allocated and collected from the offices of Mary Butler 

TD in Waterford and Dungarvan  

Great news that all pupils in     

Ballyduff Upper, Aglish and     

Ballinameela  will have a seat on 

the school bus. Well done to all the 

parents who fought so hard,     

Minister Halligans office, Kevin O 

Keefe Td, Cllr James Tobin, Bus 

Eireann, my staff and everyone 

who helped in any way.  

Great result, pupils can travel to 

school with their school friends.  



Mary Butler TD pictured with Cllr Jason 

Murphy  at the #gimme5 Spraoi        

Campaign  

Mary Butler TD at the Piltown show 

pictured with Tommy and Cllr Matt 

Doran at the Iverk Show  

As Fianna Fáil Spokesperson for Older People I was delighted to visit St Carthage’s in Lismore 

this morning to discuss care and funding supports for our older people. St Carthage’s is a      

fantastic facility with 41 residents who avail of low to medium level dependency care in beautiful 

surroundings. Residents receive home made nutritious meals, medical care, 24 hour support, in 

a lovely warm friendly environment.  

Lovely to chat with the staff, residents and the voluntary board that do fantastic work on a daily 

basis. #homefromhome  



On-going Beef Crisis 
Deputy Mary Butler welcomed the talks between farmers and MII, having met with 

stakeholders on the picket line protesting the pay and conditions for farmers in 

the sector. As the picketing has resumed it is vital that talks recommence as a 

matter of urgency for the sake of all parties involved.  

With the uncertainty of Brexit looming and the beef sectors dependence on the 

British market, it is more important than ever to grasp with both hands the        

opportunity for expansion into the huge Chinese market. It was wonderful to see 

the protesters cooperate allowing a smooth visit from the Chinese delegation. 

 “I met with nearly 30 farmers who are on the picket line. Others had left to tend to 

farms, be with family, and just take a break from the 24-hour protest. We had a 

very open discussion and they detailed just how disillusioned they are with the 

sector. 

“There is a real fear among farmers. They are worried as the school year returns 

how they will fund books and uniforms for their children. They have fears as to 

how they will earn a living in the next year. 

Irish famers are a world leader in the production of quality grass fed beef, costs 

have increased dramatically for farmers and it is important they make can make a 

fair living to support their families.  

Mary Butler TD pictured with Cllr Frisby, Cllr Doran, Bobby Alyward TD, Jackie Cahll TD, Cllr Cullen and Cllr Aly-

ward at the Iverk Show 


