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Pictured above Mary Butler Td and the Landers brothers Pat, Sonny, Noel and Michael. In front of 

the spectacular two-headed wooden dragon in Tallow 



Fianna Fáil TD for Waterford Mary Butler has extended her condolences to the family 

and friends of Ciarán Ó Riain. 

“I would like to extend my sympathies to Ciarán’s family and friends following his    

untimely passing. This is an extremely difficult time and my thoughts are with them”, 

said Deputy Butler. 

“Ciarán was an exceptional man, who put others first. A strong community activist, 

steeped in the GAA, he served on Waterford Council for 54 years of unbroken service, 

a record that will be hard to match, and was involved in all aspects of Waterford life. 

He comes from a proud Fianna Fáil family, taking over the Council seat from his       

uncle, and his father before him, and was so delighted when his son Michael J          

continued the tradition in 2009. 

“I want to extend my condolences to Ciarán’s wife Maureen, son Michael J, daughters 

Caroline, Orla, Geraldine and Martina, grandchildren and extended family and 

friends. 

“Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dhílis.” 

Butler Expresses Sympathy On The Passing 

Of Ciarán Ó Riain 



Cath Lab contingencies will be secured at UHW for National 

Equipment Replacement Programme– Butler  

Fianna Fáil TD for Waterford, Mary Butler, says contingencies will be put in place to 

ensure continuity of service while the existing Cath Lab is upgraded. 

  

“After speaking with Chief Operations Officer of the South/South West Hospital 

Group, Dr Gerard O'Callaghan, I can confirm that University Hospital Waterford      

Consultant Cardiologists will set out detailed contingency plans for all patients who 

would normally attend the Cath Lab. It has been confirmed to me that this plan will be 

completed by next Wednesday. 

  

“The company providing the new Cath Lab equipment will be required to provide a    

detailed schedule for this work. This will enable the hospital to gauge the downtime 

involved for the current Cath Lab. It is imperative that this downtime needs to be kept 

to an absolute minimum. 

  

“I welcome that when upgrade works are completed that we will have a Lab with the 

most up to date equipment, however patient safety has to be paramount during the 

swop out, and access to the limited service we already have cannot be jeopardised” 



Government health plan leaves thousands of    

patients languishing on long waiting lists  

Fianna Fáil Spokesperson on Older People and TD for Waterford Mary Butler says the 

Government’s plans to tackle the extensive outpatient waiting lists at University    

Hospital Waterford are only a drop in the ocean and will fail to effectively reduce the 

numbers forced to wait months, and in some cases, years for an appointment. 

The latest National Treatment Purchase Fund figures for the end of May show 

that    almost 7,000 patients are waiting for an orthopaedic appointment. 

Deputy Butler wrote to the Minister for Health asking him his plans as to how he is  

going to tackle this massive waiting list, and in reply the Minister advised that he has 

approved an additional 3,600 outpatient appointments for UHW of which 1100 are      

being allocated to orthopaedics. 

Deputy Butler said, “Unfortunately lengthy waiting lists have become a feature of our 

health service under this Government, and despite increasing budgets year on year, 

the Minister and the HSE are failing to make effective inroads into reducing these    

excessive waiting times. 

“While these figures make for shocking reading, these waiting lists are now the norm. 

Many of the patients on the list are older people and its deeply distressing for them 

and their families to have to wait so long for what should be routine procedures like 

hip and knee operations.  Their quality of life is being severely impacted and many are 

suffering with pain and reduced mobility. This is very unfair. 

 

Pride of Place Deise Day Care Centre  10 Years Celebrations Ballymacarbery 



Timing of Mercosur deal could not be worse for Irish farmers – Mary Butler TD 

 

 Chair of the Oireachtas Committee for Business Enterprise & Innovation Waterford TD Mary Butler 

is deeply concerned at the timing of the Mercosur deal and she has called on the Minister for            

Agriculture  to ensure that Irish farmers interests are fully represented in Europe. She has also 

called on him to oppose any ratification of the Mercosur deal due to the fact that the full impact of 

Brexit has not yet emerged. 

 

She made her comments following the announcement that negotiators from the European Union 

and the South American Mercosur trading block have agreed a trade deal.   

 

Deputy Butler commented, “This deal has taken almost 20 years to negotiate and Irish farmers have 

opposed the proposals in it every step of the way.  The deal has always had the potential to damage 

Irish farming but combined with the possible loss of trade in the British market as a result of Brexit, 

Mercosur could prove catastrophic. 

 

“This deal will see 99,000 tonnes of South American beef allowed into the European market every 

year.  This will have a huge impact on prices, at a time when beef farmers here are already under   

extreme pressure.  

 

“The deal will also have a detrimental impact on the environment.  It seems ironic that on the one 

hand the government and the EU talks about reducing our carbon footprint to mitigate climate 

change, while on the other they have no issue with flying South American beef thousands of              

kilometres into Europe. 

 

“Minister Creed knows that this is a bad deal for Ireland.  He must engage with his European coun-

terparts to ensure that there is no decision to ratify this deal given that we do not know what the full 

impact of Brexit will be.  We export around 270,000 tonnes of beef to the UK every year, will our 

farmers now have to compete with cheap South American imports in a post-Brexit scenario?   

 

“This is an exceptionally volatile period and I believe the EU should not take any decisions on this 

deal until the full post-Brexit scenario is known”, concluded Deputy Butler . 



Older People Services In Crisis As Fair Deal And 

Home Help Waiting Lists Rocket 

Fianna Fáil Spokesperson on Older People, Mary Butler says that she is very alarmed 

at the surge in numbers of older people waiting for both home care and residential 

support. 

“A 16% increase in the Fair Deal waiting list over three weeks in June is extraordinary 

to say the least”, said Deputy Butler.  

“The last thing we need is a repeat of what happened in 2014 when the numbers wait-

ing for a nursing home placement went from 654 in February of that year to 2,114 by 

the following October. If the rate of increase we have seen over three June weeks 

continues, well over 1,000 people will be waiting by September. 

“On top of this, the waiting list for home help has gone from 6,310 in April to 6,819 at 

the end of May. 

“All of this points to a real crisis in health service provision for older people as new 

applications for home support are put on hold. 

“I am also concerned that the number of home help hours is way behind schedule. 

7,157,942 home support hours were provided to the end of May, a monthly average of 

1,431,588 hours. On a 12-month basis this would mean 17,179,060 hours should be   

provided this year – over 700,000 short of what Fine Gael promised this year. 

“Minister Daly needs to get on top of this. The crisis in older people’s service whether 

in the home or in residential care needs to be addressed as a matter of urgency.” 

Signing the Dementia Pledge  With Dr Helen Rochford  



In the words of Brent Pope Woodlock House “where history meets the future”.  

Delighted to attend the 20 year anniversary of Agora Publishing In Woodlock House, 

Portlaw this afternoon. Having been born and reared in Portlaw it is fantastic to see 

this historical Malcolmson house restored so respectfully and beautifully. Great 

news about the further 135 job for Waterford from Agora publishing. Bill Bonner MD 

Agora announce 135 further jobs for Waterford  

Speaking in a Dail debate she commented even if its one child it is one too many.  

“They are already vulnerable or scared and it is far from ideal and potentially more        

damaging to them to be admitted to an adult unit. 

“Last year, 84 children and teenagers were admitted to adult units.” 

Deputy Butler says she has dealt with many cases in Waterford. 

“One teenager was in a hospital bed miles from home for months on end waiting for    

placement. 

“Another teenager was admitted to an adult ward and that really proved to be a barrier to 

his recovery. 

“I find that not only are the children and young teenagers affected, but there is a knock-on 

effect on the family, including the parents, grandparents and siblings.” 

She says there’s simply not enough beds for adolescents 

 Mary Butler TD calls for zero tolerance when it comes to 

putting a young child into an adult mental health facility 



The Captain Jack O Meara Cumann from Tourneena paid a visit to 

Leinster House today accompanied by Cllr James Tobin and 

Cllr John Oleary and were delighted to meet many Oireachtas 

members and watch Leaders Questions  

Plenty of smiley faces at the Down Syndrome HB Funday Leinster 

House, lovely to meet Aoife and Ruth and got loads of hugs  

 
Mary Butler TD 


