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Mary Butler TD was delighted to receive the honour and privilege of addressing 

the Iowa Senate and Iowa House of Representatives, in the Capitol Building in 

Des Moines. In her speeches Deputy Butler spoke of the links between The 

United States and Ireland highlighting the contributions of figures such as 

Thomas Francis Meagher, Eamon DeValera, George Mitchell and Bill Clinton. 

Deputy Butler also spoke of the value of American multi-nationals to the Irish 

economy and highlighted Ireland as a potential gateway for American 

 investment into the EU.  



School Transport Scheme now open for 2019/2020, only new pupils for 

primary or secondary school need apply.  

The Deise Dementia Café will open in 

Dungarvan on the third Thursday of 

every month beginning on the 21st of 

March. Come along for a chat and a cup 

of tea. 

 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 



Waterford Fianna Fáil TD has expressed her sympathy to the family and friends of 

former TD and Minister of State, Jackie Fahey. 

 

Deputy Butler said, “I wish to extend my sympathies to the wife, sons and 

daughters, extended family and friends of the late Jackie Fahey. 

“Jackie was first elected for the Tipperary South constituency at the 1965        

general election. He then went on to represent the Waterford constituency from 

the 1977 General Election onwards. 

 “Jackie lived a life of public service and represented the people of his               

constituency at both a local and national level.   Jackie was what could be         

described as a man of the people, very very popular and very well known and 

served with great commitment the Constituency of Waterford. 

“Jackie spent a total of 45 years on Waterford County Council having been first 

elected to it at the age of twenty one, and this record exemplifies Jackie’s work 

at local community level and the respect in which he was held by Waterford 

people.   This is an outstanding legacy for local Government. 

“On behalf of myself and Waterford Fianna Fáil, Jackie’s family and friends are 

in our thoughts at this difficult time. 

“Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dhílis. 

 



Great news as Falcon Real Estate has announced that work on the North Quays and 

Michael Street developments will start before the end of the year. The eight hectare 

site will contain a mix of commercial, residential, leisure and dining facilities. There 

are also plans for a hotel and office space. Waterford North Quays is set to become 

one of Ireland’s most modern transport hubs, connecting the site locally and               

nationally with Rail, Bus, Greenway, Pedestrian and Electric Bus with a link-bridge to 

Waterford city centre across the River Suir  It is expected that 2,300 direct and 4,500 

indirect jobs will be created. 

Planned North Quays Development 

Waterford's North Quays 

Fianna Fail policy on Affordable Housing 

We propose a new direct build affordable housing scheme on state owned lands. This will be 

aimed at families and individuals who are above social housing thresholds but cannot afford 

to own their own home in their local area. Not a single affordable home has been built since 

2011 when Fine Gael abolished the scheme.  

The 4 key points of the scheme are  

1. Local Authorities work with other agencies to identify where affordable homes should 

be built.  

2. Local Authorities take out a loan from Housing Finance Agency to build the units with a 

further average €40,000 -€50,000 subsidy per home directly from the exchequer.  

3.  Homes are sold at around €200,000 to households of incomes of between €50,000 for 

a single earner and €75,000 for joint incomes who cannot afford to buy a home. 

4.  The proceeds of the sales are used to build new homes and the process starts again.  

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 



Delayed discharges led to over 200,000 lost hospital beds in 2018 

 

Recent HSE figures obtained by Fianna Fáil reveal that 206,606 bed days were lost in Irish hospitals 

as a direct consequence of delayed discharges over the course of 2018. 

 

A patient is categorised as a delayed discharge when they no longer require care in an acute        

hospital setting but have no access to an appropriate step down care facility. 

 

Fianna Fáil Spokesperson on Older People, Mary Butler TD believes that during a time when so 

many vulnerable people need to be admitted to hospital, such a rate of lost beds exposes the          

inadequacy of our health system. 

 

The Waterford TD said, “Delayed discharges have a very significant impact on the number of people 

left lying on trolleys in our Emergency Departments. If beds are occupied by patients who should in 

fact be being cared for in another facility, it’s impossible for ED staff who are already working     

desperately hard to have the ability to respond to surges in demand. 

 

“Some 14,000 over 75’s were forced to endure a lengthy wait of more than 24 hours in hospital 

Emergency Department’s around the county last year. Without a doubt delayed discharges            

contributed to those waiting times. We need to step up the availability of step down beds. 

 

“The Health Service Capacity Review which was published a year ago specifies that 13,000                 

additional residential care beds are required by 2030 – that translates to 1,000 extra beds a year. 

Yet the Government only pledge 4,000 in the National Development Plan. 

 

“It’s a similarly poor vision offered to transform home care. The same Health Service Capacity      

Review projected that demand for home care is set to increase by 120% by 2030. Eleven years out 

from achieving this outcome and the increases proposed over the next 10 months will account for a 

paltry 1% increase in the HSE Service Plan. 

 

“If we didn’t already know, the Minister is hoping the general public will turn a blind eye and fall for 

his promises,” concluded Deputy Butler.  

 
Honoured to be one of the Female Members 

of the House of the Oireachtas 1918-2018 

photographed recently marking the 100th 

celebration of women receiving the right to 

vote.                                        Mary Butler TD 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 



Parliamentary Update 

Mary raised many key issues on the floor the of the Dáil this 

month including  

 Deputy Butler raised with the Tanaiste the situation regarding 

women who were requested to have repeat smear tests,     

unfortunately only 200 results have been posted out of 2572 

that were submitted to Quest Diagnostics, causing further 

upset , worry and stress for women waiting for results. The 

confidence in Cervical Check is eroded further.  

 Deputy Butler raised with the Minister for Housing 

(unfortunately not available) the current situation regarding 

Rebuilding Ireland Home-loan funding with funds expired and 

no clarity as to when funding will be made available to            

Waterford City and County Council leaving many successful 

applicants in limbo.  

 Deputy Butler raised the excessive waiting lists for                 

outpatients waiting in excess of 18 months at UHW in relation 

to ENT and Orthopaedic lists as per figures provided by the 

National Treatment Purchase Fund.  

 Deputy Butler raised with the Taoiseach the necessity to get 

the finance in place for the second permanent Cath Lab at 

UHW, as the feasibility study and site location have been 

agreed by all relative stakeholders. Finance needed to put the 

design team in place.  



Out and about in March 

 


