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Fianna Fáil TD Mary Butler has welcomed the announcement that the divisional 

headquarters for the new Waterford/Kilkenny/Carlow division is being retained in 

Waterford. 

Deputy Butler said, “I’m glad that common sense has prevailed and that the        

decision has been taken not to move the divisional headquarters out of Waterford 

city. 

“Waterford is the 5th busiest station in the country and with the population of the 

county expected to grow by 30,000 over the next 20 years, it makes sense to base 

the divisional headquarters in the city. 

“I raised this issue directly with the Garda Commissioner Drew Harris at the       

Oireachtas Justice Committee last week and I am pleased that my concerns were 

taken on board and welcome the confirmation from An Garda Síochána  

——————————————————————————————————————————- 

Appearance on Leaders Questions on RTÉ . 

Discussing  issues including the horrific, 

barbaric attack on Kevin Lunney, Brexit,     

Direct Provision and the School Secretary 

strike.  

 

Divisional Garda HQ for Waterford  



“County school for county children” 

Nostalgic day celebrating the 50th Anniversary of St Declan’s Community College 

or in my day the “Tech in Kilmac”. Great to meet former and current teachers,   

former class mates and to reminisce. The school had grown so much in 50 years 

from 68 pupils initially to 750 now. Great to meet members of the very first class. 

Absolutely honoured to feature in the past pupils wall of fame. Well done to the 

organising Committee for a great day.  

—————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

50 Years of St Declan's Community College, Kilmacthomas  



Dungarvan College 

Honoured for the 3rd year in a row to attend the Graduation of students who   

completed Post Leaving Cert courses in Dungarvan College. Dungarvan College is    

celebrating its 60th year where pupils are encouraged to reach their full potential 

through a whole range of courses from Business, IT, Science, Engineering, Art and 

Design among others. Delighted to present the Student of the Year Awards for 

each module. It’s never too late for education. 

——————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

It was a pleasure to welcome some members of the Déise Active Retirement 

Group to Leinster House   

Graduation Ceremony at Dungarvan College  



The Waterford Hospice Movement has done amazing work for the past 30 years 

delivering home palliative care for those nearing the end of their lives. Waterford 

Hospice has had many amazing people who have fundraised over the years to 

make home care and the new palliative care unit at UHW a reality. The people of 

Waterford have always responded generously and €4.4 million has been handed 

over to the HSE. I visited the fantastic, state of the art facility on Monday with     

other Oireachtas members to see first hand what the new Hospice building has to 

offer to the people of Waterford and the South East. It’s a state of the art building 

with only one thing missing- a budget from the HSE to ensure the staff can be 

hired to do their job. I raised this issue in the Dail and Minister Harris has agreed 

to meet with the Waterford Oireachtas as a matter of priority where hopefully 

common sense will prevail and the staff can be hired to open this fantastic facility.  

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

Pictured at day 2 of the Fianna Fail 

Think-In in Gorey where the focus 

today was Agriculture, Climate 

Change and Housing.  

Harris agrees to meet with Waterford Oireachtas members,    

regarding Waterford Hospice  



Shockingly Waterford showed the highest increase from 31 persons waiting in 

March to 124 waiting at the end of July, which is a 300% increase. 

Fianna Fáil spokesperson on Older People Mary Butler TD is warning of a winter 

of discontent for people waiting for home care supports. New data has revealed 

that the waiting list for these supports has jumped by 18% in four months. 

Figures released to the Waterford TD show that the waiting list increased from 

6,238 at the end of March to 7,346 in July. 

Deputy Butler said, “These figures are enormously disappointing, as they show the 

extent of the unmet need nationwide. The importance of home help supports can-

not be underestimated – without them people are forced into lengthy stays in   

hospital, despite being well enough to be discharged, or be moved into a nursing 

or retirement home rather than being allowed stay in their own home. 

“While the figures are deeply worrying, they are not surprising. There were clear 

issues emerging over the summer with vulnerable people not being able to access 

home care supports. 

“The government has talked a good game about keeping older people in their 

home for as long as possible, but unless home support hours are provided on 

time, there is sometimes no alternative for families but to place their loved one in 

a nursing home. 

“People could be left waiting for months on end before the required supports are 

provided. This could mean that vulnerable older people are being left in hospital, 

despite the fact that they are ready for discharge. We have also seen the numbers 

of delayed discharges shoot up. 

“This is totally counterproductive, not only from a cost point of view, but is also 

frustrating for the older person concerned. We know that older people who are 

supported to stay in their home do better and live healthier and happier lives. 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Winter of discontent looming for people waiting on Home Care 

Supports – Butler 



Large crowd of students march and demand Climate Action now, they congregate 

on the Mall in Waterford , the voices of our youth who are demanding change,    

raising awareness and are an example with their knowledge on green issues. 

#justtransition  

Supporting school secretary’s outside Newtown School, in their quest for equal 

pay, terms and conditions that other secretary’s receive. A secretary’s role in any 

school is so important, dealing with parents, children, teachers, communities, 

from school lunches forgotten, first aid, school trips, school books, insurance the 

list is endless  

Student Climate Strike  

School Secretary Strike  


