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Pictured above Cllr James Tobin (top left), Cllr Tom Cronin (top right), Cllr 

Jason Murphy (bottom left) and Cllr John O’Leary who have all been             

re-elected to their seats on the Waterford City and County Council.            

Pictured below are Cllr Adam Wyse, Cllr Eamon Quinlan and Cllr Eddie 

Mulligan who have all also been re-elected. 

Mary Butler TD, Waterford 



 Fianna Fáil secured 7 seats in the Local elections in Waterford. The first 

candidate from the party elected was Cllr James Tobin completing the 5 in 

a row, Cllr Tobin had been written off by many before the election, however 

he was elected on the first count, showing that age is no barrier to the 

Knockanore veteran. 

Cllr Tom Cronin was elected in the Dungarvan area, securing a strong vote 

in his native Ardmore. A candidate who is sure to continue to represent 

West Waterford well. 

In the newly minted Portlaw/KIlmac area, Cllr John O’Leary was elected 

for his third term as a councillor gaining very strong support from his    

Ballyduff-KiImeaden base and also branching out to grab a good number 

of votes throughout the constituency. 

Disappointingly an excellent Councillor Ray Murphy lost his seat in 

Portlaw as he was unlucky to lose out in a closely fought battle for the last 

seat. Ray is held in very high regard in the party, a honourable and dignified 

councillor who will be a big loss to the area. 

In Waterford city the party retained its four seats, Jason Murphy was 

elected in Waterford City South for his second term gaining strong support 

in the St Pauls boxes. 

In Tramore-Waterford City East, Eamon Quinlan retained his seat also now 

serving his second term on the council. 

In Waterford City East both Cllr Adam Wyse and Cllr Eddie Mulligan were 

elected, both polled at a similar rate and will provide strong                            

representation in the area. 

Other candidates including Anne-Marie Rossiter, Sean French and Rita 

Lacey were unsuccessful in their campaigns. 



In Ireland South Fianna Fáil  were delighted as Billy Kelleher managed to 

secure a seat in the European Parliament. In this election the party lost a 

European stalwart Brian Crowley who served as an MEP for 25 years.   

Billy has some big shoes to fill in Brussels, but he will be well up to the 

task. 

Fianna Fáil’s other candidate in Ireland South was Cllr Malcolm Byrne., 

who transferred extremely well to Billy Kelleher. Byrne also ran to retain 

his Council seat in the local elections securing a large vote and topping 

the poll.He was unlucky to miss out in Europe amassing an impressive 

vote. 

In the Dublin constituency Barry Andrews secured the fourth seat        

however he will have to wait for the process of Brexit to be completed   

before he takes up his duties in Brussels 

In the Midlands-North West constituency the two candidates Anne       

Rabbite and Brendan Smyth will both be disappointed in the vote secured, 

however these two strong politicians are sure to have better days ahead. 



Deputy Mary Butler received confirmation from Minister for Education and Skills Joe 

McHugh, that funding had been granted for a new extension for St Johns Special School in 

Dungarvan. 

St. John's special school in Dungarvan opened in 1969 to serve children with a mild general 

learning disability in the west Waterford area. The school has expanded rapidly in the past 

few years. It now caters for pupils aged between four and 18 years with a mild, moderate 

and severe to profound learning disability. Many of these pupils also present with additional 

needs. 

 The children enrolled in this school have complex needs and most have co-occurring phys-

ical, sensory or emotional needs. The school serves a broad catchment area which covers 

Dungarvan, west Waterford, east Cork and parts of south Tipperary. There are currently 63 

pupils enrolled in the school. Based on projections and inquiries about enrolments, pupil 

numbers are expected to increase. 

On Thursday the 30th of May the Minister confirmed to Deputy Butler that the Department of 

Education and Skills after working closely with the Board of Management and reviewing a 

new proposal, approved the additional scope of work and advised the school to proceed to 

planning with the proposed design. 

The design includes a 3 classroom SEN (special educational needs) base spanning two 

floors as the sight is restricted and this is the only viable option.  

Deputy Butler was delighted to welcome this confirmation from the Minister after protract-

ed representations.  

‘I would like to congratulate the fantastic staff, parents and Board of Management for their 
fantastic commitment to St Johns Special School  

St Johns Special School in Dungarvan receives the go-ahead 

for three new classrooms 



Only 2% of those taking up 

Apprenticeships are women 

A report by  Mary Butlers Oireachtas Committee e on Business, Enterprise 

and Innovation has revealed that only 2% of people taking up                              

apprenticeships are women,  

Committee chairperson Mary Butler says the findings about women were 

of most concern. 

"We were actually appalled to discover that only 2% of apprenticeships in 

Ireland are undertaken by women," said Ms Butler. 

"We heard from a very interesting young lady who decided to become an 

apprentice with the ESB four years ago. 

"She is now, at 23 years of age, a qualified electrician. 

"But I was shocked to hear that out of a class of 200 only five young girls 

put their name forward." 

Ms Butler said the Government must take action to address the significant 

drop in apprenticeships. 

"We would like to see the Government examine an avenue to reduce the    

financial burden on employers taking on apprentices." 

She added: "Sometimes when you take on an apprentice it can be costly 

and some small companies are not able to afford that. 

"We're at a stage now in the country where we are approaching full           

employment, and it is absolutely important to ensure that we have the   

systems in place to meet our future skills needs." 



Deputy Mary Butler calls for public information 

campaign to combat elder abuse 

Mary Butler has called on the governments to step up its efforts in tackling elder     

absure.  

Deputy Butler was commenting on new research which contends  that one in 10     

people have witnessed a vulnerable adult being abused in the last year. “A study 

commissioned by Safeguarding Ireland found that 10% of adults have witnessed an 

incident of abuse. Worryingly, 12% of those who witnessed abusive behaviour did 

nothing about it.  

“It’s simply not an option for people not to do anything. People need to know that if 

they witness abuse - be it psychological, financial, neglect or physical abuse - that 

there are steps that they can take to help.  

“As a society, it is our responsibility to protect vulnerable older people from such a 

horrific ordeal. I would encourage anyone who is aware of possible cases of elder 

abuse in their community to contact the HSE Information line on 1850 24 1850, their 

GP, public health nurse or any healthcare worker. 

Similar to the 2016 What would you do? campaign on domestic violence, I believe the 

Government need to run a high-profile campaign to raise awareness of this issue 

and make people aware of the avenues that are open to victims and others when it 

comes to reporting abuse," she added.  



Fianna Fáil Spokesperson on Older People, Mary Butler has said that there needs to 

be a greater support structure put in place for carers in Ireland. Deputy Butler, who 

recently attended a public meeting organised by family carers in the South East, said 

that carers are feeling neglected by the Government. 

She explained, “It’s estimated that by 2030 one in five people in Ireland will be carers, 

however as it stands the Government can’t even support those that are in place.     

Carers are worn out, upset and very angry with the Government and I can see why. 

“They are propping up the health system, providing essential care and are dealing 

with a postcode lottery when it comes to additional supports such as home help 

hours. Some of the stories I listened to were harrowing. Feelings of isolation and de-

pression and just utter despair in some people. 

“One issue which came up on more than one occasion was the need for emergency 

respite in the event of a major family upset such as a death. In these instances,       

people are having to depend on close friends to step up and provide care while they 

grieve, surely their grief shouldn’t be further impounded with the stress of having to 

search and plead with someone to take care of their loved one. 

“It’s important to remember that this situation is only going to get worse. We are an 

aging nation. Over the next 30 years, the number of people in Ireland over the age of 

65 will double and the number over the age of 85 will quadruple. Despite the increase 

in life expectancy, chronic illness is on the rise and so people are going to need       

carers. 

“I was glad to hear that carers welcomes many of the Fianna Fáil proposals to           

improve services and I reiterated our support and appreciation to all carers for the 

work that they do”, concluded Deputy Butler. 

375,000 Carers In 

Ireland – Less 

Than A Fifth        

Receive Carers 

Allowance  


